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For more than a century, Elizabeth 
General Hospital School of  Nursing 
has attracted and trained nurses of  
distinction who have served in 
Elizabeth, Union County, New Jersey, 
the US and elsewhere throughout the 
world. 

Grace Wilday, RN, a graduate of  the 
Class of  1909, was one of  those 
outstanding nurses whose 
achievements included patient care, 
wartime service, nursing education 
and public service nursing.

Miss Wilday, center of  group photo
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Miss Wilday was born in Elizabeth  in 
1885 and lived in Elizabeth all her life.   

She enrolled in the Training School for 
Nurses at Elizabeth General Hospital, 
where she graduated as a member of  
the Class of  1909.

Her class was one of  the first to use 
the new home for student and 
graduate nurses on Reid St.
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After graduation, Grace went to work at a private 
sanatorium called the Hahnemann Hospital, on Park 
Avenue on New York City’s Upper East Side.

Later, she worked as an operating room nurse at 
Elizabeth General Hospital, which is now part of  
Trinitas Regional Medical Center.
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Then, World War I broke out and Grace 
answered the call by becoming a Red Cross  
nurse who was sent to France and Germany. 

While overseas, Grace sent correspondence back 
to describe what was happening on the battlefield, 
but she also had time to have a portrait taken and 
send postcards to family and friends.
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Her great-nephew, Peter Wilday, an architect in 
Reno, Nevada who is from Elizabeth and was born 
at Elizabeth General Hospital, recalled that Grace 
brought back a German helmet with a bullet hole 
through it and a gas mask used for protection from 
mustard gas and other biological warfare agents 
that were used in World War I. 

Another great-nephew, James Wilday, recalled that 
the attic in their house was like a museum, full of  
memorabilia from Aunt Grace’s “adventures.”
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Her wartime efforts were recognized by many 
local, national and international organizations and 
agencies.  She received medals of  commendation 
and recognition from the City of  Elizabeth, the 
State of  New Jersey, the State of  New York, the 
American Legion and the country of  France.   

Grace Wilday was also a member of  the Army 
Nurse Corps.
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Grace served the people of  Roselle in 
various capacities, at first the nurse for a 
local dentist, and then as the School Nurse 
at Abraham Clark High School.   

A mid-1950’s newspaper clipping said she 
had been involved in caring for the people 
of  Roselle for 35 years. 

Her photos can be found in school yearbooks in 
the Abraham Clark High School library.

Miss Wilday examining a student at Abraham Clark High School
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Her impact on the people of  Roselle was of  
such magnitude that they decided to name a 
school after her.  At the time, this was an 
unusual event, since the naming of  buildings, 
parks and other public spaces were almost 
always for people who had already passed 
away.  In this case, Grace attended the 
ceremonies and received numerous accolades.

                                         The dedication was a major celebration in Roselle at the time; a portrait of  Grace hangs in the hallway to this day.

The former Brooklawn School was renamed in the mid-1950’s
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While Miss Wilday served the people of  Roselle 
until she retired, she also maintained contact with 
the Elizabeth General School of  Nursing.  In fact, 
in the one and only copy of  the Alumnae 
Newsletter that was published in 1937, Grace was 
listed as an Associate Editor. 

And, in every photo we have of  her, she proudly 
displays her School of  Nursing pin.

Miss Wilday was also listed as the head of  the Nurses’  
Room Endowment Committee, and published a report  

on her Committee’s activities in this insightful newsletter.
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We are proud to count Grace Wilday, RN, as a 
member of  the Elizabeth General Hospital School of  
Nursing’s distinguished alumnae.  As one of  the 
leading nursing schools in the US, we are proud to 
carry on the tradition of  excellence established by her 
and other outstanding graduates.

Grace Wilday passed away in 1964 and is 
buried in Rosedale Cemetery in Linden.
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